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ery little about the 2016 elec-
tion has gone as expected.

Few thought Donald Trump,
a billionaire real estate mogul
and reality TV star with a
penchant for insulting opponents and
shocking the public, could defeat 17 other
Republicans to win his party’s nomination.

And no one would have guessed that
Democrat Hillary Clinton—a former first
lady, senator, and secretary of state trying
to become the nation’s first female presi-
dent—would face a bruising primary fight
against Bernie Sanders, a largely unknown
senator and self-described socialist.

With Trump and Clinton now set to
square off in November, the one thing

pundits can say for sure is that many
Americans are deeply frustrated with the
status quo. Two-thirds of those surveyed
in recent polls believe the nation is on the
wrong track and 80 percent disapprove of
the way Congress is doing its job.

The challenge for voters will be to look
beyond the campaign’s circus-like atmo-
sphere and weigh the candidates’ very dif-
ferent visions for the nation.

“We have two candidates here who
disagree on practically everything and
who stand for opposites, so it’s a choice
that has enormous consequences for
every citizen, and people around the
globe,” says Larry Sabato, director of the
University of Virginia’s Center for Politics.

-‘ Watch campaign ads for Trump and Clinton at upfrontmagazine.com
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Trump says he’ll take a hard line against
undocumented immigrants, ban foreign
Muslims, beef up America’s military, and
reverse some of President Obama’s signa-
ture achievements, like Obamacare (see
“Where They Stand,” facing page). Clinton
says she’ll give undocumented immigrants
a path to citizenship, ask the wealthy to
pay higher taxes, and continue Obama’s
push to curb the greenhouse gases that
scientists say are causing climate change.

A Trump victory would put a man
who has never held political office in the
White House, and for some Americans
that’s a big part of his appeal.

“We don’t need a politician for presi-
dent; we need a businessman,” says Tom
Krzyminski, 66, a hairstylist from Bay
City, Michigan.

The Crook & the Bully

For many other voters, though, Clinton
would also be a huge departure from busi-
ness as usual. Forty-three men have served
as president since 1789, so the election of
a woman would be historic.

“The symbolic importance of the fact
that there’s going to be a woman on the
ballot for president shouldn’t be underes-
timated,” says Ruth Mandel of the Center
for American Women and Politics at
Rutgers University in New Jersey.

So far the candidates have waged
what might be called a war of warn-
ings. Trump calls his opponent “crooked
Hillary”—a reference to controversies
like her use of a private email server to

*Grover Cleveland was both the 22nd and the 24th president;

43 men have held the office, but Barack Obama is the 44th president.
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Clinton favors raising the federal
minimum wage to $12 an hour and
providing more tax breaks for working
families. She wants the wealthiest
Americans to pay higher taxes. She
also wants the government to spend
more on infrastructure projects like
roads and bridges to provide jobs and
grow the economy.

Clinton supports broad immigration
reform and, like President Obama,
says she favors protections for certain
groups of undocumented immigrants,
including young people brought here
illegally as children.

Clinton believes climate change is an
"urgent threat.” She supports the 2015
Paris climate deal (in which 195 nations,

: including the U.S., agreed to reduce

their greenhouse gas emissions) and
investing heavily in renewable energy.

Clinton wants to step up airstrikes
against ISIS and help local forces
defeat them. She wants a diplomatic
solution to Syria's civil war to help
stem regional violence.

Clinton says the U.S. must continue
to work with NATO* and longtime U.S.
allies to counterbalance the growing
aggression of China and Russia and
fend off threats from rogue states
like North Korea. She supports the
2015 deal with Iran to curb its
nuclear program.

Clinton supports a ban on assault
weapons like the AR-15, which has
been used in many mass shootings.
She also favors expanding background
checks and says no one on a terrorism
watch list should be allowed to
purchase guns.

WHERE THEY STAND

Here are Hillary Clinton's and Donald Trump's positions
on some key issues. Which candidate shares your views?

| ECONOMY

Trump says the U.S. needs to
renegotiate its trade deals to make
them more beneficial to American
companies and workers. He's also
proposed a 45 percent tariff on goods
coming into the U.S. from China. To
encourage economic growth, he wants
to lower the corporate tax rate and
simplify the tax code for everyone.

| IMMIGRATION |

Trump promises to build a wall along
the U.S.-Mexico border to stop illegal
immigration and that he'll make
Mexico foot the bill. He's also
proposed a temporary ban on foreign
Muslims entering the U.S.

 ENVIRONMENT

Trump believes climate change is

“a total hoax.” He supports
“fracking” (a drilling process that
forces oil and gas out of rock
formations) and the construction of
a new oil pipeline to Canada.

| TERRORISM |

Trump has promised to defeat ISIS by
taking away the oil that funds the
terrorist group. He also vows to
increase the size of the U.S. military
and “bomb the hell out of ISIS."

U.S. ROLE IN THE WORLD

Trump has questioned the value of
many U.S. alliances, including NATO.
He's said he'd allow Japan and South
Korea to have nuclear weapons to
defend against North Korea. He
wants to tear up the nuclear deal
with Iran.

Trump says that bans on particular
guns, like assault weapons, don't
work. He opposes expanding
background checks, but he's departed
from the Republican line by agreeing
that those on terror watch lists
shouldn’t be allowed to buy guns.

*The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a 28-nation l'!iiliﬁri 5ilianée,

including most of Europe, the U.S., and Canada.
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conduct government business during her
time as secretary of state. And he dis-
misses her as too weak to deal effectively
with ISIS and China and not economi-
cally savvy enough to create jobs.
Clinton says Trump is a bully whose,
take-no-prisoners style and weak grasp
of foreign policy make him “tempera-
mentally unfit” for the presidency. She
says his plan to build a wall to seal off
the border with Mexico—and force
Mexico to pay for it—is ridiculous, and
his proposal to ban foreign Muslims
from the U.S. to prevent terrorist attacks
“goes against everything we stand for as
a country founded on religious freedom.”
One problem neither candidate faces
is lack of name recognition. Clinton, a
Chicago native, was a lawyer until her
husband, Bill Clinton, became presi-
dent in 1993. After eight years as first
lady, she was elected in 2000 to the
U.S. Senate from New York. She lost the
2008 Democratic presidential primary to
Barack Obama, then served as his secre-
tary of state for four years.
Trump is a New Yorker who inherited
a real estate business from his father and
expanded it into a high-profile global
brand of Trump hotels, office buildings,
resorts, and golf courses. In 2004, he
became a major TV personality, starring
in the hit reality show The Apprentice.
But as the old saying goes, familiar-
ity breeds contempt: Voters know Trump

and Clinton, but many just don’t like
them. According to a recent Gallup poll,
64 percent view Trump unfavorably and
Clinton fares a little better, with 54 per-
cent viewing her unfavorably. It’s rare
for the two major party nominees to
have such high negatives going into the
general election. Whichever of them can

Will Young Voters Show Up?

In 2012, turnout for 18- to 24-year-olds was much lower than for older
Americans (left). Overall, turnout among young people that year was
sharply down from the near-record turnout in 2008 (right).

2012 Voter Turnout By Age

Youth Turnout Since 1972
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Illegal immigration has beena
controversial issue in the campaign.

A vigil after the Orlando shooting;
Clinton and Trump have very different
plans on terrorism and guns.

convince enough undecided voters, espe-
cially in battleground states like Ohio,
Florida, and Pennsylvania (see map), will
probably prevail on November 8.

Economic Unease

As in previous elections, the economy
will likely play a big role. A strong econ-
omy helps keep the party in the White
House in power. When the economy is
weak, voters often seek new leaders.

The U.S. unemployment rate, hover-
ing around 5 percent, is relatively low—
down from 10 percent in 2009 during the
financial crisis. But because many people
haven’t seen much of an increase in their
wages and because there’s such a huge
gap between Americans at the top and
bottom of the income ladder, there’s a feel-
ing of economic unease in the electorate.

Trump has seized on that anxiety,
telling voters that the economy is a mess
and promising to use his business skills
to “make America great again.” Clinton
wants to raise the minimum wage and
says income inequality is “the defining

TOM PENNINGTON/FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM/MCT VIA GETTY IMAGES (ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION); DREW ANGERER/GETTY IMAGES (ORLANDO SHOOTING)
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THE ELECTORAL MAP

The 50 states and their votes in the Electoral College.*
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Alaska and Hawaii are not drawn to scale or
placed in their proper geographic positions.

States won by
President Obama in 2012

A candidate needs 270 of the 538 electoral votes to win.

States won by
Mitt Romney in 2012
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*A state's electoral
votes equal its
number of seats

in the House of
Representatives
(which is based on
population), plus its
number of senators
(always 2).

economic challenge of our time.”

But since the mass shooting at a night-
club in Orlando, Florida, in June, the
issues of terrorism and gun control have
taken center stage. The shooter, Omar
Mateen, was a Muslim who pledged alle-
giance to ISIS in the midst of the attack.
Trump responded by renewing his call to
ban Muslim immigrants. Clinton called for
a ban on military-style

Panagopoulos, a professor at Fordham
University in New York: “Now we’re talk-
ing about an ideological view that could
be in place not four years, but 40 years.”

Sanders or Bust?
With so much on the line, the 2016
race could be the most expensive ever.
“The presidential election has become
a fundraising arms

assault weapons like The cost of this race,” says Anthony
the one Mateen used.  year’s election could Corrado, a professor of
The fallout could approach s3 billion. 8overnment at Colby

affect the election.
“Headlines matter, and terrorism and guns
are in the headlines daily,” says Sabato.
Another issue on voters’ minds this
year is the Supreme Court (see Debate,
p. 22). The death in February of Justice
Antonin Scalia—and the refusal of the
Republican-controlled Senate to consider
Obama’s nominee to fill his seat—has left
a vacancy on the nine-member Court that
the next president could end up filling.
That person might serve for decades,
so the stakes are high, says Costas

College in Maine, who
predicts that the total cost of this year’s
race could approach $3 billion.

Republican leaders, who shunned
Trump throughout the primaries, have
mostly endorsed him, but the embrace
has been lukewarm at best.

Clinton has her own worries. In par-
ticular, will young voters turn out for

* ok ok
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her? In the primaries, young people ages
17-29 cast more ballots for her oppo-
nent, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders,
than for Clinton and Trump combined.
It’'s unclear whether Sanders’s young
supporters will vote for any other can-
didate or sit the election out, as they’ve
done before (see graphs, facing page).

If they do go to the polls, young people
have a real opportunity to sway the out-
come of this year’s race.

“The data suggests that in the last
two elections, President Obama really
won because of the youth vote,” says
Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg, who studies
youth voting trends at Tufts University
in Massachusetts. “So young people
shouldn’t underestimate the impor-
tance of their participation.” e

With reporting by Michael Barbaro,
Nate Cohn, and Jeremy W. Peter of The Times.

fi it More on Election 2016 this fall!

Gy Electoral College 101 © How to read polls e The role of VPs © And more!

SUMMER SAMPLE 9




"

ELECTION

- - o —

/ .

SPEA

You'll be
hearing lots
of campaign jargon as
November approaches.
These are the terms
you’re likely to

SOUND BITES

Brief, catchy phrases that politicians use to
sum up their positions or attack their rivals.
The shorter and more compelling a comment,
the better its chances of being replayed in TV

**,}%
news reports or shared on social media.

! encounter most.
BY PATRICIA SMITH

ElEcwoN
2016 *

ATTACK/NEGATIVE ADS Many political ads tell you reasons

to vote for a candidate. Attack, or negative, ads tell you why not
to vote for someone—and they can get nasty. Both voters and
candidates say they don't like negative ads, but will they go away?
Not likely: The reality is, negative ads often work.

BATTLEGROUND STATES

States with a large number of undecided voters are known as battleground
states because candidates campaign hard there, fighting for every vote.
They’re also known as swing states because in different election years,
they’ve swung their support from one party to the other (see map, p. 9).

U Download more election terms at upfrontmagazine.com

10 ElheNew Hlork Times UPFRONT « UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM

CONSERVATIVES & LIBERALS Conservatives,
often said to be “on the right,” generally think
government should play a limited role in regulating
business and instituting social reforms. They tend to
vote Republican. Liberals, often said to be “on the
left,” generally think government should play an

_ active role in regulating business and solving social

problems. They tend to vote Democratic. Be careful
who you label, though: Sometimes people are con-
servative on some issues and liberal on others.

ELECTORAL VOTE

Technically, the presidency is decided not by the
popular vote (total votes nationwide) but by the
electoral vote. In the Electoral College system estab-
lished in the Constitution, each state has the same
number of electoral votes as it has representatives
in the two houses of Congress. The total number of
electoral votes is 538 (535 for the states plus 3 for
Washington, D.C.). To win the presidency, a candi-
date must receive at least a majority (270) of those
votes. Most of the time, the popular-vote winner

is also the electoral vote winner. The most recent
exception was 2000, when Democrat Al Gore won
the popular vote but Republican George W. Bush
won the electoral vote—and the White House.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY TOMASZ WALENTA. DON NICHOLS/GETTY IMAGES (MEGAPHONE); TETRA IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES (TV);
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MUDSLINGING

Particularly negative—
and often nasty and very
personal—campaigning.
But watch out for
candidates who accuse
their opponents of
mudslinging when,
really, they just don't
like what's being said
about them and want
to minimize its impact.

YOUTH VOTE

The 26th Amendment
lowered the voting age
to 18 in 1971. But 18- to
24-year-olds have a
spotty voting record.
Just 38 percent
voted in 2012—the
{owest for any age group. Will they
turn out at the polls this November?

SUPER PACS Political action com-
mittees (PACs) are private groups that
may donate up to $5,000 to support
a political candidate. But a super PAC

~ may pool unlimited donations from
individuals, corporations, and unions to
advocate for a candidate as long as they
don’t coordinate with the candidate’s
campaign staff. Super PACs grew out of
a 2010 Supreme Court decision that said
corporations and unions have the same
free speech rights as people, so govern-
ment can’t limit their political spending.
Critics say super PACs give their donors
too much influence.

STUMP SPEECH

Long before election campaigns were largely
played out on TV and the internet, candidates
traveled from town to town giving the same
speech, sometimes standing on a tree stump
in order to be seen in a crowd. Today the term
refers to the standard speech a candidate
gives—with a few local references thrown in—
day after day on the campaign trail.

-’
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99 (AND 1) PERCENT These terms
sprouted from the Occupy Wall Street
protests that began in New York in 2011.
“The 1 percent” has become shorthand
for the wealthy and powerful, especially
Wall Street bankers. “The 99 percent”
refers to everybody else.

POPULIST A politician who appeals
to or claims to represent the common
people. Populists can be of any political
party, and be right-wing or left-wing.
(Republican candidate Donald Trump is
considered by many to be a populist.)

RED & BLUE STATES Election maps
on TV were often color-coded to show
how the two parties were doing. Red
became standard for states voting
Republican, blue for those voting
Democratic. In recent years, most states
have voted fairly consistently
for one party or the other, and
have become known as red or
blue states. States that can go
either way are known as purple.

SPIN Sometimes candidates make state-
ments they regret or something happens
that makes them look bad. That’s where
spin comes in. Campaign aides and sup-
porters go on TV or online to interpret,
or “spin,” the event in a positive light.

SWING VOTERS voters not loyal to
the Democratic or Republican party;
they might vote for either party depend-
ing on the candidates and issues. The
Clinton and Trump campaigns will work

The real pros are known as spin doctors. hard to win over swing voters.

TW'TTER WAR A back-and-forth

dispute on Twitter. Candidates and
campaign staff for both political parties
tweet to get their points across—and
attack each other's actions, words, or
points of view. While Trump is known for
being particularly active on Twitter, Clinton
also tweets frequently, and the two have
engaged in heated Twitter exchanges. @
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