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4 students from same school found dead ina month

Gang activity suspected to be to
blame in Long Island community

FRANK ELTMAN AND
CLAUDIA TORRENS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRENTWOOD, N.Y. -
The school year in one
suburban New York com-
munity has started with
funerals, fear and frus-
tration.

Four teenagers from
Brentwood High School
on Long Island have been
found dead within the
past month, all suspected
victims of gang violence.

On Sept. 13, the day be-
fore her 16th birthday, Ni-
sa Mickens’ brutally beat-
en body was found on a
tree-lined street in Brent-
wood. A day later, the
beaten body of a lifelong
friend, 16-year-old Kayla
Cuevas, was discovered
in the wooded backyard
of a nearby home. The
teenagers had been insep-
arable and shared an in-
terest in basketball.

Days later, police dis-
covered the skeletal re-
mains of 19-year-old Os-
car Acosta and 1S-year-
old Miguel Garcia-Moran
in a remote industrial
area of the town. Acosta
had been missing since
May, and Garcia-Moran
vanished in February.

Students are saying
they’re afraid to walk
alone in their community,
and school administra-
tors are warning students
not to wear clothing that
could risk offending vi-
cious street thugs.

Alexis Portillo, 16, was

devastated when he
learned of the Killings:
“Like, who else is going to
be next, you know?”

One Brentwood teen
who wouldn’t give his
name, saying he feared
gang retaliation, said
many students are ner-
vous.

“They don’t play
around. If they don’t like
you and if you do some-
thing to them, they will
come after you,” he said.
“I'm not going to walk
anywhere.”

A law enforcement of-
ficial told the Associated
Press the Salvadoran
gang MS-13 is suspected,
although police have not
made arrests. The official
was not authorized to talk
publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Like many suburban
areas, Long Island has be-
come a home to street
gangs. At least 30 people
have been killed by MS-13
gang members on Long
Island since 2010.

Inone particularly hei-
nous example, four MS-13
gangsters were convicted
in the 2010 killing of a
Long Island woman and
her toddler son. Prosecu-
tors say the mother had
allegedly shown disre-
spect to the gang.

In Brentwood, police
are releasing few details
about their investigation
into students’ deaths.

Abraham Chaparro,
Garcia-Moran’s  stepfa-
ther, said he was last seen

heading off to meet some
friends. He said his step-
son, who emigrated from
Ecuador two years ago,
liked cars, soccer and
girls.

“He had a girlfriend in
every corner. He was
good-looking,” Chaparro
said. “I don’t understand
how this happened. It’s a
mystery.”

A large photo of the
boy smiling in a white suit
and black bow tie sat at
the front of a funeral

home chapel as mourners
paid respects this past
week.

Maria Arias spent
days going door to door
looking for her son, Acos-
ta, after he disappeared
while reportedly going to
anearby park to play soc-
cer.
Suffolk County Police
Commissioner Timothy
Sini said detectives are
optimistic about arrests.
A “violent known gang
member” was in federal

custody, he said, but the
arrest papers and
charges are under seal,
and no one is saying if
that suspect is tied to any
of the Kkillings.

All this leaves a com-
munity on edge.

Brentwood school offi-
cials said a freshman
walking to a bus stop with
a light blue T-shirt in his
hand was stopped last
week by a group in a car.
The driver demanded the
shirt, which was set on
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A memorial for Nisa Mickens and Kayla Cuevas, best friends who were slain, is seen last month in Brentwood, N.Y. The bodies of
two other teens from the same high school have also been found.

fire; the student was told
not to wear that color
again. Curtis Sliwa, foun-
der of the New York City-
based Guardian Angels, a
neighborhood patrol
group that has now start-
ed patrols in Brentwood,
said blue is an MS-13 col-
or.

School officials ad-
vised in a letter to parents
that “children not wear
clothing that could be
considered to be gang-re-
lated.”
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