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A recent uptick in violence has contributed to an increase in horr cides
n Chicago to levels simi lar to those in the early 2000s. Rising incomes
and other factors have helped sustain a reduction in the number of
al P
homicides in Washington D.C, once the nation’s murder capital.
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Murder in America is deeply local.
Tsity criminologist David Weish

% of city streets produce 25% of a city’s crime, and 5% of
the streets produce half the crime. He calls it the

U.S. homicides rose about 9% last Year,
vestigation, and more than one-third
neighborhoods where Jjust one-
Crime-location data analyzed by The
more, Los Angeles and Washington, D.
killings have soared share worsening
Dpolice following officers’
Where killings are going down, cities

_ 8angs, and police are forging stronger ties with residents.
For more on homicides

urd said his research ha

“law of crime concentration
according to the Federal Bureau of I
of the increase was concentrated in
third of Chicago residents live.

Wall Street Journal for Chicago, Balti-
C. show that the neighborhoods where
boverty and a lighter street presence by
killings of young black men.

are working with local 8roups to fight
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WHERE GANGS
AND DRUGS RULE

Amarley Coggins remem-
bers the first time he dealt
heroin, discreetly approach-
ing a car coming off an in-
terstate highway and into
West Garfield Park, the
neighborhood where he grew
up on Chicago’s west side.

He was 12 years old and
had just been recruited into
a gang by his older brothers
and cousin.

A decade later, he sits in
Cook County jail, held with-
out bail and awaiting trial on
three cases, including felony
drug charges and possession
of a weapon.

Violence in Chicago
erupted last year, with the

" I have a lot of

k. friends who

R didn’t make it
to 22. | feel
blessed that |
am here.
Amarley Coggins

city recording 771 murders—
a 58% jump from 2015.

Almost half of the in-
crease in Chicago came from
five neighborhoods, includ-
ing West Garfield Park.

Chicago city officials say
that they are making strate-
gic investments in ailing
neighborhoods. They point
to a $95 million police-

Chicago Trends

Where homicides increased:

-6.5% Decreasein
population (2000-15)
Citywide:-6.1%

+25 Increasein the

Petpoints | nemployment rate
Citywide: +2.0

+6.3 Increase in vacant

Petpoints . housingasashare | -

of total housing
Citywide: +5.2
Areaswhere homicides increased or decreased
are based on the period of 2012-2016 compared
with the period of 2002-2006.
Source: Brown University Longitudinal Tract
Database, U.S. Census Bureau

B .
training center in West Gar-
field Park, public-transit im-
provements on Chicago’s
south side and efforts to get
major corporations such as

Whole Foods and Wal-Mart |

to invest.

The city also has spent
$10.5 million in data-driven
technology centers for the
police. City officials say the
centers have contributed to a
drop in murders citywide
this year.

But West Garfield Park is
still awash with drugs, as de-
mand in recent years has
been driven up by white sub-
urban and rural consumers
of heroin and opioids, ac-
cording to police, drug deal-
ers and residents. And a lot
of indiscriminate killing is
attributed to small, fiercely
competitive gangs that have
devolved from more power-
ful street organizations of
the 1990s but lack the earlier
gangs’ discipline in the use
of violence.

On a recent afternoon, a
dispute between two families
over their children playing
too loudly in the yard esca-
lated into a shooting, said
Kevin Johnson, commander

of the police district that in-
cludes West Garfield Park.
One of the families had gang
ties, so police braced fqr re-

“ taliatory violence.

“Before, it was unheard of
that there were female vic-
tims;children shot; it was
unheard of that there were
retaliatory shootings at
churches,” he said.

Murder Rates ;

Homicides per 100,000 people
80

1990 ‘95 2000 ‘05 2010 15
Source: Federal Bureau of Investigatioﬁ
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

WASHINGTON D.C.

CHANGING NEIGHBORHOODS
CHANGING CRIME

Anwar Saleem operated a
hair salon in a neighborhood
blocks from the U.S. Capitol
when Washington, D.C., was
known as the nation’s mur-
der capital in the 1990s.

But over the past decade
and a half, poverty, violence
and trash-ridden streets
lined by abandoned proper-
ties have given way to bars,
restaurants, shops and con-
dos along the 15-block corri-
dor in Northeast Washing-
ton. That resurgence has led
to further drops in crime
that followed the winding
down of the 1990s crack-co-
caine epidemic.

“You cannot commit the
crimes because it’s too many
eyes on the street,” said Mr.
Saleem, 63 years old, who
owns property on H Street, a
main thoroughfare in North-
east Washington, and heads
a nonprofit that promotes
the corridor.

Washington’s homicide
rate fell 73% between 1996
and 2016, and murders fell
over that time in a majority
of neighborhoods, according

Phoaiysis o WS
’ ysis of hor e loca-
. tions. H et has had some

of the steepest declines.
+. Besides the end of the
crack scourge, other factors

behind the transformation
include community policing

and economic rebirth, partic
ularly in gentrifying parts of
Northeast Washington.

Along H Street, an im-
proving citywide safety cli-
mate in the early 2000s at-
tracted new investment,
which helped deter violence,
said John Roman, former ex-
ecutive director of the non-
partisan District of Columbis
Crime Policy Institute.

“It has created a virtuous-

- cycle that has allowed vio-

lence to decline in that part
of the city ...,” he said.

In row house neighbor-
hoods north of H Street,
property values have soared,
outpacing even the consider-
able citywide increases.

About a dozen years ago,
businessman Joe Englert be-
gan buying empty buildings
on the east end of H Street

‘It's like Rip Van
Winkle. If you
went to sleep
and woke up,
it’s a whole
different look.’
Anwar Saleem

and transforming the prop-
erties to become popular
bars and restaurants.

A sleek streetcar glides up
and down H Street, thanks to
a $220 million investment by
the city. Public money also
has restored facades, im-
proved trash collection and
upgraded lighting, curbs and
sidewalks.

Washington Trends
Where homicides decreased:
+26.8% Increasein
medianincome
(2000-15)
Citywide: +26.5%
25 Decreaseinthe
Petpoints  poverty rate
Citywide:-2.2
+17.5 Increasein college
Petpoints  graduate rate
Citywide: +155

Areas where homicides increased or decrepsed
are based on the period of 2012-2016 compared
with the period of 2002-2006,

Source: Brown University Longitudinal Tract
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